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The Independent Schools Inspectorate is appointed by the 
Department for Education to inspect association independent 
schools in England. Our inspections report on the extent to 
which the statutory Independent School Standards and other 
applicable regulatory requirements are met, collectively 
referred to in this report as ‘the Standards’.
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Inspection outcome 

The school meets all the relevant Standards that were considered during this inspection. 

Inspection findings

Part 3. Welfare, health and safety of pupils

ISSR paragraphs 7(a), 7(b), 8(a), 8(b); NMS 6.3, 8.1, 8.2

1. Implementation of the school’s safeguarding procedures is effective in providing appropriate 
support for pupils’ needs. Safeguarding procedures are implemented appropriately to safeguard 
children who may be at risk of harm. 

2. Since the previous inspection, leaders have commissioned a full review of all aspects of safeguarding 
at the school. This has included a review of pupils’ emotional, mental and physical wellbeing, as well 
as safety and security. They have made changes as required so that pupils now have greater 
opportunities to share their views, and trained staff have been appointed to pastoral roles. 

3. Pupils are aware of the names of safeguarding leaders. Notices about how to share concerns contain 
up-to-date contact details.

4. Leaders with responsibility for safeguarding communicate effectively with local safeguarding 
partners about any allegations against adults.

5. Staff receive relevant training to ensure that their knowledge is up to date. Staff understand their 
responsibilities in relation to safeguarding. Staff demonstrate appropriate awareness of the staff 
code of conduct and safeguarding procedures. They know how to report concerns relating to the 
‘Prevent’ duty.

6. Staff are aware of the particular needs of boarders. Since the previous inspection, leaders have 
reviewed rules around access to the city in the evenings and weekends to further promote the 
safeguarding of boarders. Leaders make appropriate adjustments for boarders aged over 18.

7. Boarders of all ages now have access to facilities to prepare their own food outside mealtimes.

8. Leaders follow robust protocols to identify and address concerns relating to pupils’ attendance and 
liaise effectively with local authorities.

9. Suitable recruitment procedures for staff are clearly set out in the safeguarding policy. 

10. Leaders have put in place effective software for filtering and monitoring the use of the internet. 
Records are regularly viewed by the safeguarding team and the proprietorial body.

11. Staff now use the school’s procedures appropriately to report any low-level concerns about 
themselves or other staff. They are knowledgeable about statutory guidance, including Keeping 
children safe in education (KCSIE) 2025. They know who to go to if they have a concern and 
understand that they can make a referral to children’s services if necessary.

12. Suitable risk assessment procedures are in place to determine when immediate action is required if 
issues arise, including referral to local agencies. The school has an effective understanding of local 
guidance on reporting child-on-child abuse. Records are detailed and are kept confidential. Pupils 
receive early help to address risks and to help prevent issues from escalating. 
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13. Staff with particular responsibilities for safeguarding monitor children in need effectively. Suitable 
communication is maintained with parents or guardians where appropriate. Staff are clear that they 
must always act in the best interests of the child.

14. The oversight of safeguarding by the proprietors is appropriate and includes an annual review. 
Members of the group are appropriately trained in safeguarding. There is regular contact between 
those with safeguarding responsibilities and the proprietors. 

15. Training for the safeguarding team is up to date and in line with local requirements. Training is 
provided for both teaching and non-teaching staff. Staff have a clear understanding of the school’s 
safeguarding arrangements.

16. The school meets the Standards.

Part 6. Provision of information

ISSR paragraph 32(1)(c) 

17. The school meets the requirements for providing information relating to safeguarding to parents. 
Particulars of the arrangements for safeguarding are published on the school’s website.

18. The school meets the Standards.

Part 8. Quality of leadership and management of schools

ISSR paragraph 34(1)(a), (b), (c); NMS 2.1, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5 

19. Proprietors now maintain appropriate oversight of leaders’ work to ensure the effective 
safeguarding of pupils and staff. They have effectively executed a comprehensive and detailed action 
plan following the previous inspection. They have appointed people with relevant experience to key 
leadership roles. They make available the required information to parents of current and registered 
pupils, including boarders. They have ensured that all regulatory policies meet the requirements of 
the relevant Standards.

20. Leaders report to the proprietors on key areas. The proprietors have implemented a structured 
programme of visits to the school. As a result, those with proprietorial responsibility fulfil their 
responsibilities effectively so that the independent school Standards are met consistently.

21. The school meets the Standards.
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School details

School Cambridge Arts and Sciences (CATS and CSVPA)

Department for Education number 873/6022

Address Cambridge Arts and Sciences (CATS and CSVPA)
1 High Street
Chesterton
Cambridge
Cambridgeshire
CB4 1NQ

Phone number 01223 314431

Email address registrar@catscambridge.com

Website www.catscambridge.com

Proprietor CGS Administrative Services Limited

Chair Mr Ruolei Niu

Headteacher Dr Hugh McCormick1

Age range 14 to 19

Number of pupils 453

Number of boarding pupils 362

Date of previous inspection 29 April to 1 May 2025

1 Cambridge Arts and Sciences (CATS and CSVPA) consists of CATS Cambridge and Cambridge School of Visual and Performing 
Arts (CSVPA). Operational leadership duties between CATS Cambridge and CSVPA are delegated. The headteacher of CATS 
Cambridge is Dr Hugh McCormick. CSVPA operates under separate delegated leadership within the wider CATS group 
leadership structure.
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Information about the school 

22. Cambridge Arts and Sciences consists of CATS Cambridge and its sister school, Cambridge School of 
Visual and Performing Arts (CSVPA). Both schools are co-educational international schools, located 
across three sites in the city of Cambridge. Cambridge Arts and Sciences (CATS and CSVPA) is 
registered with the Department for Education as one institution but largely operates as two separate 
entities.

23. The schools are owned by CATS Global Schools (CGS), which has six schools in the United Kingdom 
and one in the United States of America. The directors of CGS (the proprietor) form the governing 
body, with the chief executive officer as chair. The schools offer a range of courses: CATS primarily 
offers GCSEs, A levels and the CATS University Foundation Programme. CSVPA offers foundation and 
further education courses in the arts.

24. Both schools, which are inspected as one entity, offer day and boarding places. Pupils attending 
CATs are accommodated at Elizabeth House and Montague Lodge. CSVPA pupils are accommodated 
in Varsity House and Batim House. 

25. The school has identified 29 pupils as having special educational needs and/or disabilities. Four 
pupils have an education, health and care plan.

26. The school has identified 295 pupils as having English as an additional language.

27. The school states its aims are to provide the best conditions in which pupils develop as highly 
effective and enthusiastic lifelong learners, who know themselves and who are prepared to work 
hard to become their preferred versions of themselves.

Purpose of the progress monitoring inspection

Inspectors carried out this inspection under section 109(1) and (2) of the Education and Skills Act 2008. 
This inspection was an unannounced progress monitoring inspection which was carried out at the 
request of the Department for Education. The purpose of this inspection was to monitor the progress 
the school has made in meeting the Independent School Standards, National Minimum Standards for 
boarding schools, and any other requirements that the school was judged not to comply with at its 
previous inspection.
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Inspection details

Inspection date 23 January 2026

28. Two reporting inspectors visited the school for one day.

29. Inspection activities included: 

 scrutiny of a range of policies, documentation and records provided by the school, and 
information available on the school’s website

 tour of the school site 

 discussions with the chair of governors and safeguarding governor

 discussions with the interim headteacher, school leaders, managers and other members of staff

 discussions with pupils

 visits to Elizabeth House accompanied by staff to look at facilities for boarders to prepare meals.
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How are association independent schools in England inspected?

 The Department for Education is the regulator for independent schools in England.

 ISI is approved by the Secretary of State for Education to inspect independent schools in England, 
which are members of associations in membership of the Independent Schools Council.

 ISI inspections report to the Department for Education on the extent to which the statutory 
Independent School Standards, the EYFS statutory framework requirements, the National Minimum 
Standards for boarding schools and any other relevant Standards are met. 

 For more information, please visit www.isi.net.

Independent Schools Inspectorate

CAP House, 9-12 Long Lane, London, EC1A 9HA 

For more information, please visit isi.net




